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 A story is given of a roughly dressed man who came to a well maintained church complete with 

padded pews, a wall to wall carpet and a smartly dressed congregation. He made his way to the 

front pew - probably to express the intensity of his need to experience God in the service - only 

for him to receive a tap on his shoulder and a man ushering him out of the sanctuary because 

‘this was not a place for people like him’. Confused and highly disturbed, he sat on the steps to 

the entrance of the sanctuary, and received yet another tap on his shoulder, only this time, it was 

Jesus telling Him “do not worry, they have not allowed me in either!” This could be just a story, 

but in reality it challenges the church to look beyond the four walls of the sanctuary and reach 

out to social outcasts, to those struggling economically and otherwise, be part of continuous 

lobbying for healthy politics and governance and ideally be the voice of reason in a fallen world.   

The Cathedral’s history recalls the Muoroto, Kibagare demolitions in 1990 and how the church 

then was able to agitate for the resettlement of the affected families to Kayole. The church 

continues to reach out to this community by assisting in the day to day running of the Tujisaidie 

School and frequently contributes to the social needs of that community. The Social Outreach 

Ministry (SOM) was created to ensure that as a church we are not blind to the socio-economic 

struggles of the congregation and those around us. The tear gas canister at the Provost’s lounge 

reminds us of the goings on in 1997 and how the Cathedral contributed to the struggles for 

Kenya’s multi-party democracy.   

Jesus’ ministry was spiritual yet geared towards impacting every area of the human existence. 

Jesus did not shy away from engaging with issues that were affecting the people of His time. In 

any case Jesus came to deal with sin. We note that at the beginning of His ministry He had a 

faceoff with satan in the desert, the author of all that is evil and overcame every tactic that he 

employed. Jesus said in Luke 4:18 that “the Spirit of the Lord is on me…’, signifying that God’s 

work is to reach out to the poor (in heart, mind, body and soul), to free those that are bound 

(especially in sin), give sight/vision to those that cannot see, allow people to be free to be who 

and what God created them to be and experience God’s goodness in their lives. It is not a 

coincidence that Jesus spoke these words in the synagogue, where it would have been easy for 

people to sit pretty because in their own eyes they were the righteous and the rest were the 

sinners and strugglers whom they did not want to associate with. Jesus at this point opened their 

eyes to an entire population that needed hope, healing, freedom and rest, which really needed 

God.  

We would want to ask, if churches today closed by the hundreds or even thousands, would that 

affect the state of affairs in our society? Would we experience a gap? Jesus challenged the people 

in the synagogue on that Sabbath day to demonstrate a living faith. May God help us as a church 



in the turning of a century to know and experience what that means for Jesus seeks to see in us a 

faith with works (faith in action if you will) and not a dead religion that has not received the love 

of God and therefore is unable to offer the same.  

Hymn: Lord the Light of Your Love is Shining 

Study Questions: Luke 4:14-30 –Pray that God would cause you to see wonderful things in His 

Word 

1. Read the preceding verses of Luke 4:14 to identify where Jesus would likely have been 

returning from? 

2. Do you think it was important to Jesus to be praised after His teachings as brought out in 

v 15? Why or why not? 

3. What key words strike you in v 16 and how do you think they inform the meaning of the 

passage under review? 

4. Verse 18-19 has been referred by some theologians as the ‘Nazarene manifesto’. What do 

you think it represents? 

5. What do you make of the reaction of Jesus’ listeners in v 20 – 22? 

6. Read v 23 – 27 and outline the lessons of Jesus’ address to His hearers. 

7. What do you think of the drastic change in reaction of Jesus’ hearers in v 20 – 22 and the 

one in v 28 – 30? 

8. What do you think the passage under review is calling you to do in regard to your faith in 

Christ? 

  

Prayer: Almighty God,  in the words of the song writer, we are reminded that You are the Light 

of the world who stepped down into darkness, open our eyes and let us see we beseech You. 

Cause us by Your Spirit to make a difference in our world, that many may find their rest in You. 

In Christ’s Name we pray. Amen.       

A JOURNEY OF REMEMBRANCE 

The Processional Cross 

That Jesus died for all mankind is indicative of the fact that He intended to redeem every spectrum of 

human life so that we may have life in abundance. The cross of Christ is a reminder of this fact.  

 

You will note that at the beginning and at the end of various services, the procession of the choir, lay 

readers and clergy is led by a processional cross (often held by a lay reader, a verger or a chorister). We are 

told that the processional cross currently in use at the Cathedral was presented in 1915. Experts say that the 

cross is over 100 years old and it has been in regular use at services in the Cathedral since it was built. 

 

Every time you see the cross, may it be a reminder that our faith in God is to be translated in action in the 

world around us for our love for God is expressed in our love for one another, even the world that Jesus 

died to save.   

      

    

 


